
 
M A R C U S  L .  S T R O T H E R  

ENGAGE, ENLIGHTEN, EMPOWER 
YOUR STUDENTS USING THE 

FREEDOM WRITERS METHOD 



Activities 
v  Introductions  

v  Why this Work? 

v  The Seed 

v  Suitcase Activity 

v  Line Game 

v  Forgiveness 
Journals 

v  A Toast for 
Change 



�  150 students from Long Beach, California 
¡  Lowest students academically 
¡  Students were expected to be dead or in jail before age 18 
¡  Only had three things in common: hated school, hated each other, 

hated their teacher 

�  Erin Gruwell 
¡  First-year teacher 
¡  Created a curriculum based on tolerance 

�  All 150 students overcame the labels placed on them, 
graduated, and became “citizens for change” 

FREEDOM WRITERS 



FREEDOM WRITERS 



Suitcase Activity 

�  2-3 Post It Notes 
�  “Pack” the suitcase by 

identifying what you 
brought with you today 



RATIONALE OF METHODOLOGY 

�  Activates prior knowledge and increases comprehension 
�  Engages theories of intelligence 
�  Supports character education 
�  Endorses civics, community-building, and tolerance & 

diversity education 
�  Strengthens persuasive writing, thinking, and speaking 
�  Advances critical thinking skills 
�  Promotes differentiated instruction 
�  Encourages project-based learning 
�  Aligns with nationally-approved CC standards 



THE FREEDOM WRITERS PHILOSOPHY 

�  ENGAGE: draw students into the learning process, help 
them make connections between who they are as 
individuals and who they are as students, and encourage 
them to discover commonalities with their classmates 



THE FREEDOM WRITERS PHILOSOPHY 

�  ENLIGHTEN: help students become critical thinkers as 
they practice different kinds of writing and public 
speaking as well as explore their own opinions, 
reasoning, and reactions within a “real world” context  



THE FREEDOM WRITERS PHILOSOPHY 

�  EMPOWER: encourage students to achieve positive 
changes in themselves and in their communities by 
bringing the outside world into the classroom and taking 
the classroom into the world 



THE FREEDOM WRITERS PHILOSOPHY 

�  Everyone has a voice that deserves to be heard 
�  Our students have a “Ph.D.” of the streets, and this needs to be 

leveraged to engage them in their learning process 
�  Everyone deserves a second chance, and education empowers 

our students toward becoming ‘Catalysts For Change’ 



THE FREEDOM WRITERS FOUNDATION 

�  Mission: to change the educational system one 
classroom at a time by providing educators with 
transformative tools to engage, enlighten, and 
empower at-risk students to reach their full potential 
¡ Equipping teachers with the tools they need to reach 

and empower their students 
¡  Increasing teacher retention and fulfillment 
¡ Lowering student dropout rates 
¡ Creating classrooms with an atmosphere of cultural 

inclusion and acceptance 



Questions 



THE FREEDOM WRITERS INSTITUTE 

�  Designed to train and support educators of at-risk 
students, with the long-term strategy of retaining 
passionate and dedicated teachers who are 
committed to transforming their students’ education 
and, ultimately, their quality of life 

�  Currently 400 trained teachers in North America 



LINE GAME 

ACCEPTANCE 
 

BIAS 
 

PREJUDICED 
 

RELEVANCE 
 

VALIDATE 



LINE GAME WRITING PROMPTS 

�  How did you feel standing on the line? 
�  How did you feel when there were only a few people 

on the line? 
�  Were you ever the only person on/off the line?  What 

did this feel like? 
�  What did you learn about yourself from participating 

in this activity? 
�  What did you learn about others in our group? 
�  Was there a statement that you wanted to ask but for 

whatever reason did not?  Why? 



Questions???? 



Forgiveness Journals 



PEANUT GAME 

ANALOGY 
 

CLICHÉ 
 

EXTERIOR 
 

INTERIOR 
 

SYNONYMOUS 



DIARY 17 



DIARY #24 



DIARY #24 CONTINUED 



EVALUATION 

�  Please complete the evaluation form and give to one 
of the presenters before you leave 



THANK YOU 

A young man walking down the beach 
observed an old man picking up starfish 
that had washed up on the shore.  As he 
got closer, he saw the old man throwing 
them back into the ocean.  He 
approached the old man and said, “What 
are you doing?”  The old man replied, “If 
I don’t throw the starfish back in the 
water, they’re going to die.”  “But there 
must be thousands of beaches and 
millions of starfish.  You can’t save them 
all.  Don’t you know you’ll never make a 
difference!”  The old man reached down 
and picked up a starfish and simply 
replied, “I’ll make a difference to this 
one.” 


